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NATION. 


Tueſday, April 8. 1704. 


a Sort of People, / wiſh we bad none of 
them in this Iſlznd, whom 1 call rhe 
Implacable. : 

We have had a great Deal of Pother with 
this Sort of People of late 3 from the firft 
Occaſional Bill to the compleating of the 
Union, they have becn buſte, writing Books, 


T: my laft T took a little Freedom with 


preaching Sermons, holding up bloudy Flags, 


brioging in Bills, cacking, conſolidating, 
calling over the Heirs of che Crown, wri- 
ting and priatiag Lecters to great Fulks 
and from great Folks ; they have tcaz'd us 
with flocid Speeches, Ballads, in Proſe, and 
pogling Orations, all over the whole If}ind g 
they have purſu'd us with perpetual aod 
yxeſtleſs Contrivances, for the perteing, if 
pothble, che Confufivons of this 1)and. 

It would be endlcſs to give a Hiftory of 
thcir perplexing Methods aud wild Acteinpts 


to embroil the Nations ; in Scorland I have 
been an Eye-witneſs to their Diligence in 
the Devil- Work, and have (cen, with what: 
Succels they have deluded Abundance of 
zealous, well-minded People to ſcruple the 
Union, in Point of Conſcience, and Talk- 
of the Sinfulneſs of ir. 
Strange Delution { That Peace andLove, 
uniting Nations, © Siftets jn Scituation, in 
Politicks, in Interefts, and with bus very 


ſmall Differences, Siſters ia R*ligion,can be 


againſt Conſcience /! Was ever fuch 
Blindneſs of Mind exercis'd among a know- 
zog Generation ? 

Buc this is the Artifice of a Party, the Crafs 
of our Church Politicians, aod this has been 
the Method, by which they have bitherto 
carry'd on their projetted Scheme of Na» 
tional Divitions ; I ſhall not go back tacon- 
tider, what coatemptible Tools they — 
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work with, and in what a weak and abſurd 
Manner they have proceeded, for Tam not 
upon that here, I am endeavouring to di 
ftlinguiſh between thz Deluded and the De- 
tuders, and noting how we ſhould behave to 
them botn. 

To the Deluled, impos'd upon, honeſt Peo- 
ple, I ſayas before, all Manner of Tender- 
neſs and Kindneſs ſhould be ſhown, no Re- 
ſentments, no Reproaches of former Iadil- 
cretions, nothing ill-natur'd or unkind can 
be rational ina Union. *Tis Peace and Union 
is the SubjeQ to be purſu'd, end the Work 
is not over, tho' the Treaty bez ended 3 now 
is the Time to ſhow the Spirit of Union a- 
mong us, and to ſhow Her Majefty our Re- 
{peR, both to the Letter and to the Meaning 
of Her Speech, by conftant Ats of Kindneſs 
and Reſpet to one another, that if poſſible, all 
Jealouiies and Diſtruft; between the Nations 
and between the ſeveral Opinions on either 
ſide being remov'd ; we may together enjoy 
the real Advantages of the Union, and help 
to make them univerſal. To the Deluders, I 
have ſpoke atready. 

In order now to bring this Matter nearer 
tous, and put the due Weight upon every 
Article, that we may not oaly have the ge- 
neral Exhortation to, but the bow and which 
way theſe things ſhould be done : I ſhall 
enter here upon the Subſtance of the Exhor- 
tation. 

And firft, I ſhall be allow'd, I ſuppoſe, and 
1 lay it down as a Maxim, that a Union 
being now compleated between the two 
"Nations, and the mighty Struggle over— 
There are reciprocal Duties and Obligations 
between them, which there were not before, 
— This will need no enlarging upon ; where 
there is a relative Capacity begun, there 
are relative Duties which grow, the Neb: 


. of either Nation to one another. 
2+ I; cannot but be the Intereft of cither 


Nation to agree inall the propereſt Methods 
of improving their new Circumftance to 
their mutual Advantage; and how that can 
b2 without a general Concert of Meaſures, 
and a Union of AﬀeQion, is a Myttery 3 he 


- muſt have an unuſual Power of Penetration, 


that can find it out. 

3- Whoever they are, and on whatever 
Ground they at, that attempt ro render 
the Nations jealous of, or ſuſpe&ed to one 
another, or that foment a Diftruſt between 
Partizs im both ; ſo far. they declare them- 
ſelves the Enemies of both Nations, and en- 
d-avour to rob th-m both, of the Advyar:ta- 
ges which would otherwile come to them 
by this lnion, 

Having thus ſettled the Preliminaries, and 
laid the Foundation of my Delign, it will 
next follow, that I ſhould erquire, what 
are the reciprocal Duties of eicher Nation 
one to another, as thzy are now circum- 
ftanc'd under their new Capacity, I mean as 
United. 

In going on with this Enquiry, perhaps I 
may touch-ſome Sores to the Quick, that may 
make the Perſons uneaſie, who feel the 
Smart But I am not at all concern'd at 
that, ſince *tis a Smart only in order to a 
Cure, and they may in time live to thank 
the Surgeon,tho! they diſlike the Operation. 

The mutual Obligations between this 
great united People, at leaft ſuch of them, 
as I ſhall touch upon in theſe Papers, reſpett, 

1. Religion. 

2. Civil Peace. 

3- Commerce; and under that Head Im- 
provement of Land. 

4 Government and Conflitution, and 
Employment of the Poor. 

f theſe I ſhall diſcourſe in their Order, 
and under each Head ſhall (peak of thoſe 
Particulars, which 1 think have their imme- 
diate D-perdence upon them, 
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MiscELLANEA, 


N my laft, having-begun to ſpeak of that 
Sort of our Poor, who are reduc'd to that 
Gla's by Diſafter, I brought the Diſcourſe 
down to the Aﬀiir of the Bankrup:s, a Caſe, 
too much, I think, conteſted by thoſe, who 
clamour at it cbietly, becauſe the Laws now 
in Force ſeem to limit and reftrain the ac- 
cuftom'd Cruelties of Creditors in Caſes of 
inſolvent Debtors. 

In diſcourſing of this, I crave leave, as 
in all ſuch Caſes I defire to do, to go back 
a little to Originals, and enquire, from 
whence the abſolute Power of the C-editor, 
and the uſual Fraud of Debtors does pro- 
ceed ; and if Ican dothis with ſome Clear- 
neſs, I hepe, it may open the Eyes of ſome 
People, who ſeem to be blinded to the Pre- 
judice of the general Good, 

'Tis moſt true, that not many Ages back, 
there was noſuch thing inUſ in theſe Parts 
of the World, asattacking or arreſting the 
Body of a Debtor, upon what we call mean 
Proceſs, or the firſt Demand of a Debt, and 
our Neighbour Nations preſerve the ſame 
Liberty ftill; Nay, in ſome Places the Bank- 
rupt becomes immediately a Perſon wholly 
manag'd by the Governmentz where proper 
Methods are taken, Firſt, to lay hold of 
his EffeAs, and ſecure them for the Credi- 
tors, asin Holand 3 Secondly, to puniſh him 
as a Criminal, if he cannot give a fair Ac- 
count, how he has become a Bankrupt 
Thirdly, to prote@ his Perſon from the 
Cruelty and Paſſions of uaregſonable Credi- 
tors, as in Denmark, Holand, and almoft 
every where elſe. | 

In Scotland to this Day you can arreft no 
Man, till the Cauſe is try'd, and Judgment 
obtain'd, and then he muſt be ſubjeQed ; but 
you may arreſt his Eff-@s, and ftop his 
Debts or ERate, a much more equal aud ef- 
fe tual Way to recover the Demand, and 
yet leaves no room for perſonal Revenge, a 
thing the very Nature of Law abhors ; and 
to refirzin which, publick Ads are always 
made in moft Countries iv the World. 

But as England began to increaſe in Trade, 

A. 


and Inland Credit feem'd to extend ic (elf 
here toa Degree beyond all Parts of the 
World; fo the immediateſt Mechod for Re- 
covery of Debts was thoughe proper,for the 
Support of that mighty thing, call'd Credir, 
whichas it is more generally given here than 
in any Place in the World, and with leſs 
Securities ; ſo it has been the thing, which 
has the moſt contributed to the Eacreaſe of 
our Trade at Home, above and beyond all 
other Helps in the World. 

For the Support of this, our Anceſtors 
thought fic to ſubje& common Liberty to 
common Obligation, and to make the Per- 
ſon of the Debtor liable, as the neareft Me- 
thod in the World to make ſmall Debts ſe- 
cure, and encourage Credit; and I wiltnot 
attempt to ſay, that thus circumſtanc'd, it 
may not be the true Method in ſo great 2 
trading Nation,and in aCaſe where ſuch un- 
limited, looſe Sort of Contrafts are made. 

I am not therefore pointing my Diſcourſe 
againft the general Law of Caption for com- 
mon Debt ; 'tis not the Law, but the Abuſes 
and fatal Conſequences of this Matter, occa- 
ſion'd by the Fury and Cruelty of mercileſs 
Men, who want Bounds and Limits to theit 
unreaſonable Tempers, and who are in this 
Caſe truſted with too much Power over 
their Fellow-Creaturesz and inftead of ap- 

lying that Power only to deing them- 
elves Right, carry It on to the DeftruQtion 
of the Party as an AR of Revenge. 

Theſe are the Abuſes of the Laws and 
Powers now in Praftice for the recovering 
of Debts in Englezd, which I complain of— 
By which the End of the Law is inverted, 
which is direQed for the preſerving the hv- 
neſt Man's Property, and Laws of civil 
Right become in their Proſecution perfeRly 
ſanguinary and cruel, Death hecomes the 
End of the Proceſs, and the Debtor's Miſ- 
fortune equals him in the Event to the Ca* 
pit?l Crimes of Murther and Robbery. 

To mitigate theſe Excefſes, ſeveral Me- 
thods have been found out, and Cuftom for 
a while ſcreea'd the miſerable Wretches in 


pri- 


